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School Activities Feb & March

● Sean Nós Dancing and Tin whistle lessons have commenced after school for interested children.
Both classes are well attended and popular with pupils with great progress being made each
week.

● A Cinema Trip has been organised for all pupils for next week.  We have managed to keep it a secret
so far so hopefully it will be a lovely surprise!  Junior Infants -3rd class will go to the Omniplex on
Monday Feb 20th & 4th to 6th class will go on Tuesday.  The cost of the trip is subsidised by our
Parent Association and BOM and the remaining cost  can be paid on Aladdin by this Friday 18th
Feb.

● GAA Training; After school training will begin this week, Feb 16th. Wednesday evenings from 3-3:45
for boys and girls from 4th class to 6th, all are welcome.

● Scholastic Book Fair: Our book fair will be held on the week of March 2nd.  It's a great opportunity
to promote reading in our school and generates great excitement for Book Week.  There will be
dates and times assigned to all classes for the viewing and purchase of books.  Parents will be
welcome to attend. Details will be publicised closer to the time.

● Seachtain na Gaeilge 1 - 17ú Márta: We have lots of activities planned to mark Seachtain na Gaeilge
including  a St Patrick’s Day Parade again this year on March 16th during school hours.  More
details to follow.
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● Heritage in the school: Geoff Hunt will be leading a field trip with 4th class to Curragh Chase on
March 24th.

● Accelerated Reading: Our school has just signed up for the Accelerated Reading programme.  This
will be rolled out for pupils from 2nd to 6th.

● Swimming lessons will recommence at UL arena pool for children from 3rd to 6th classes inclusive
from March 25th. It would be advisable to take your child/ren to the pool in the weeks running up
to this to familiarise them with changing, packing, etc.

*Payment details will be put on Aladdin closer to the time.

● Green Schools; We have been successful in our application for grant funding for a bicycle shelter.
This will be a fantastic addition to our school especially with spring in the air, more children will be
cycling to school again.

A Green Schools Committee has been formed and over the next 12 months we will be focusing on
our Litter and Waste Flag, this is a whole school initiative - more details in the coming weeks.

Covid

Any person (staff or student), with symptoms should not come to school.  A note was sent earlier from
HSE on vaccination for children, please review for your own information.  This link
https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/contact-tracing/if-your-child-is-a-close-contact/ has the latest
guidelines on what to do if your child has a positive test or is a close contact. For HSE antigen tests please
follow the following link;  https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/schools-antigen-testing/

Uniform and appearance

Our new school top design has been decided on and will be available for purchase this summer.  As
already mentioned, the current top will still be acceptable for the coming 2/3 years.

This year, to facilitate more outdoor activities and use of the PE hall as much as possible, pupils have had
the option to wear their tracksuits every day.  Tracksuits are more comfortable and allow for more
flexibility of movement etc and allow teachers to do more physical activity with pupils.  That
withstanding, some parents like the look of the more traditional formal uniform.

A vote of parents will be taken this week on Aladdin on whether to abandon the formal uniform altogether in
favour of tracksuit and runners every day from the beginning of of the school year 22/23.

*Sixth class parents will be excluded from this vote as their children will have moved on by then.

2

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/contact-tracing/if-your-child-is-a-close-contact/


Please have your say as it's very important to us that there is consensus.  Chat to your child/ren and see how
they feel about it.

Caherelly NS  School Closing Dates 2022

Staff Inhouse
PDST Training

Wednesday 23rd February 2022
*School closed for pupils on this day.

Midterm Break Thurs 24th February & Fri 25th Feb
2022

St Patrick's Day
Bank Holidays

Thurs 17th March & Fri 18th March &
Monday 21st March 2022

Easter Mon 11th April -  Fri 22nd April 2022

Note early closing 12.00 on Fri 08th
April

May Bank
Holiday

Monday 02nd May & Tuesday 03rd
May 2022

June Bank
Holiday

Monday 06th June 2022

Last day of
school

Wed 22 June 2022

note early closing 12.00 on last day

Many thanks, as always, for your continued support.

Niamh McGuinness

School Principal
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